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Good things have happened at the 
children's home this last month. I'm so 
pleased Amy has had the opportunity to 
go and see what progress has been 
made,  and meet up with staff and 
children .  
Last Sunday we celebrated Mother's Day 
in New Zealand and memories of my 
mother flooded back to me with a hint of 
sadness she wasn't with us to celebrate. 
Not having Amy here added to my 
thoughts of how precious our mothers 
are and how we often take having them  

 
 
 
for granted.  Certainly it reinforced to me 
how important it is having the children's 
home, knowing many of the children 
have no mother except our house 
parents.  Personally I cannot understand 
what it must feel like for these ones who 
don't have memories of their biological 
mum  yet raised in the right conditions 
seem to thrive and are shaped by the 
role model the female house parent 
provides . Recently we received two 
emails from children who had been with 
us for many years and ventured out into 
the work force to make it on their own.  
Both were doing well in their jobs but 
remembered their life at the children's 
home compared to the life they have 
now.  It was so reassuring to read in their 
emails, “The best years of our lives were 
growing up in the children's home. We 
miss being with our brothers and sisters, 
please can we come back and help the 
future of Shepherd’s Arms Children’s 
Home.”  What a wonderful testimony to 

us it was to hear this as it tells us we’re 
doing something right.  Well done team. 
This month we have a team from 
Australia coming to help with renovating 
our older buildings.  I can't help but think 
how wonderful it is to be connected with 
selfless people who sacrifice their time 
and money to advance the real reason 
we are on this earth.  So many of you 
have helped in so many ways, it never 
ceases to amaze me.   It's so good being 
a part of a great team.  
One of the great pleasures I've found in 
life has to be giving to others in need, be 
it our time or our money it shifts the 
focus off ourselves onto others less 
fortunate.  The great Messiah said, 
"Where your treasure is, their your heart 
will be also."  The more we look outside 
of our own lives to others, the more one 
can find contentment.  Greed however 
focuses on self always, never being 
satisfied.  Maybe one of the best 
interpretations of greed I have heard is 
"an ever increasing craving for and ever 
decreasing pleasure from.”  I had the 
great privilege of being raised by a 
selfless mother who at 81 years old was 
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still giving her time weekly to visit 
inmates in prison because she believed 
many of them needed a mother figure in 
their lives. A few weeks before she 
passed away she said, "I no longer can 
walk to see the inmates.  "That is what 
finally stopped her from going.  What 
commitment she had to better others’ 
lives, and what a challenge to me to 
never become complacent about life.  
 
Martin 
 

Amy’s Philippines Adventure  

To all our supporters, family, friends  
and church family. I arrived safely here  
in the Philippines, thank you for  
making the trip possible for me, by  
your financial donations. 
I was overcome with joy to see the  
progress on the site and children are  
happy. They all have their chores to do  
and doing it with gladness.  
 

 

Arrival day – with Gilda at the airport 

 

Sharing goodies from NZ 

 

 

We love Auntie Amy 

 

 

Beach Belles 

 

 

Gardener Amy and her team  
harvesting fruit. On my second day  
at the home, we harvested  3  
bunches of bananas and Tambis. 
There are other fruits and vegetables 
 in the children's home, but due to lack  
of rain, some of the vegetables are not  
producing enough for the home's use. 
 

 

Happy school holiday activities. 
11 children are doing the summer 
school, learning some skills, like making 
bags out of candy wrapper. The summer 
school will finish this coming Friday. The 
school then starts on the 2nd of June for 
all grades. 
 

 

Evening devotion time 
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